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Urban District of Whittlesey 


ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
Medical Officer of Health 
AND THE 
Public Health Inspector 
FOR Trey EAR 


£956: 


TO: THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE 
WHITTLESEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladics and Gentlemen, 


I submit herewith my Annual Roport for 
1956 together with the Report of the Public Health Inspoctore 
I have great pleasure in recording that Mr. Bamford has 
peen a most helpful agresabls collcagus and that Mrs. Tyors 


has carried out her secretarial dutics with cheorful cfficicncy. 


I have the honour to ba, 


Your obedient servant, 
DeC.e LOGAN. 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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OFFICERS OF THE WHITTLESEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Medical Officer of Health: 


D.eCeLogan, MeBe,y BeChe, DePeHe 


Public Health Inspector. 


D.A-Bamford, M.eReSeHe, MeAP.Hele, 


OFFICES OF THE WHITTLESEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Public Health Department, 
Council Offices, 
6, Delph Street, 
Whittlesey. 


Telephone Noe Whittlesey 2312-3 


GENERAL STATISTICS. 


Area in acres 23, 362 
Number of Inhabited Housés ray oe fall 
Rateabl3 Valu (at 31.12.56.) £90, 282 


Product of 14. rato (at 31.3256.) £143. 2s. 5.164. 


Population (Registrar General's 
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VITAL STATISTICS. 
LIVE BIRTHS 


Maloe Fom alee Totale 
Legitimate. 19 ¢ 1 
Tlisgitimata. 3 3 ae 
Totals Be 76 158 


Liv> Birth Rats - 


Whittlosey Urban District - per 1,000 cstimated population 18.06 
Adjusted Live Birth Rate —- per 1,000 estimated population 18.24 


England and Walos - por 1,000 estimated population 15.6 
STILLBIRTHS 
Malo. Fomalde Total. 
Logitimate. % 2 5 
Illegitimate. - — = 
Total: 6 e & 


Soci ibirth Rate — 
Whittlescy Urban District - per 1,000 live and still births 30.67 
England and Wales - per 1,000 live and still births 23.00 


DEATHS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE. 


Malee Fomalse Total. 
Legitimate. e 2 4 
Illsgitimats. _ ~~ re 
Total: re 2 4 


Infant Mortality Rate - 


Whittlessy Urban District —- per 1,000 Live Births 25.3 
England and Wales -~ per 1,000 Live Births 2328 


After 7 consecutive years during which the Infant Mortality 
Rats has been below the avorage for England and Wales, the Infant 
Mortality Rato for this year is slightly above tho National avorage. 
There were 4 deaths in infants under 1 year; three took place during 
the first three weeks of lifs and were associated with congenital 
conditions predisposing to illnoss and carly death. Tho fourth death 
occurred in a child of 7 months and was dus to a virulsnt form of 
pneumonia which did not respond to tho *®mhibition of the nowest 
Antibiotic Drugs. 


Nso Natal Death Rate - 


Whittlossy Urban District - per 1,000 Live Births hee 
England and wWalos - por 1,000 Live Births 16.9 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


Immunisation against infectious discascs is still 
being sought for children and mors have been immunised against 
acut? poliomyclitis this yrar but unfortunately the amount of 
vaccine available for protection against this latter discase 
is much below requirements. It is hoped that much more will 
b? available shortly and that immunisation will b? available 
to all ages and both sexes on demande 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


The following cases of Infectious Discsases were 
notifiod during 1956 :- 


Measl7s cd 33 ay 
Pneumonia he Y! 19 
Whooping Cough 5 8 aS 
Scarlot Fovor z 5 8 
Erysipolas 2 al 5 
Dysentory e ~ 2 
Non—paralytic polio is ~ fe 
Tuborculosis ( Pul:) 2 ~ 2 


Total: 105 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o302/4898 


ae 


DEATHS ( ALL CAUSES ) 


Male 41 Fomale 3e Total 73 
Death Rate - 


Whittlossy Urban District —- per 1,000 sstimatrd population Be 35 
Adjusted Death Rate - per 1,000 estimated population 922 
England and Walscs - per 1,000 estimated population 11.7 


Causes of Deaths in tho Whittlesoy Urban District, as supvlisd 


by the Registrar General for 1956 :- 


Tuberculosis, respiratory if = 
Tuberculosis, other 
Syphilitic discas. ~ 
Diphtheria -- - 
Whooping Cough = ~ 
Moningococcal infsctions ~ ~ 
Acuts3 poliomy°rlitis - ~ 
Moaslss _ ~ 
Other infsctivs and parasitic dissas7%s _ 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach aL 
Malignant nsoplasm, lung, bronchus 1 
Malignant neoplasm, breast ~ 
Malignant ncoplasm, utsrus 

Othor malignant and lymphatic neoplasms 

Loukaomia, alcukaomia 

Diabotss 

Vascular 1csions of norvous systom 

Coronary discas2, angina 

Hypertension with heart disscass 

Other heart discase 1 
Other circulatory diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other disscase of respiratory system 

Ulesr of stomach and duodenum 

Gastritis, ontoritis and diarrhosa 

Nephritis and nsephrosis 

Hyperplasia of prostats 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 

Congsnital malformations 

Other defined and ill-defined discascs 

Motor vehicls accidents 

All other accidents 

Suicids 

Homicide: and oporations of war 
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1485. THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE 
WHITTLESEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladiscs and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to submit my first Annual 
Report on tho work carricd out in the yoar 1956. 


This ysar the bulk of the work done has beon 
preparation of the Slum Clearance Schams. 


Tho Sanitary Inspectors (Changs of Designation) 
Act 1956 altered the designation Sanitary Inspector to Public 
Health Inspector. This was dons as ths word "Sanitary" has 
acquired a different meaning and ths new designation should 
give a better idea of the scope of ths work undertaken. The 
Minister of Health recommends that the best training for a 
Public Health Inspector is obtained by a system of pupillags 
with a local authority and hopes that local authorities will 
bear this in minde 


I wish to record my appreciation of the 
support received from thse Public Health Committos, the Medical 
Officer of Health and the help gsnerously given by the Clork 
of the Council and the Surveyor and to the Clerk in tho 
Public Health Department who throughout thse ysar has so 
willingly carrisd out her duties. 
I am, Ladiss and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient gervant, 
D. A. BAMFORD. 


Public Health Inspectore 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA, 
WATER SUPPLY. 


13 samples of mains water were submitted for 
bacteriological examination, all were classed as satisfactory. 


Ons sampls of water from a dip well was unsatisfactory 
and the users were advised to boil all water pending provision 
of a satisfactory supply. 


The Townts water is purchased from Peterborough 
Corporation. 


Total consumption 1956 99, 824, 000 gallons 
Average daily consumption 2/3, 478 gallons 


It is estimatod that 2,670 houses are supplicd with 
water gcithor dirsct to the house or by mians of stand—pipcs. 
Many houses in the town area ars still supplicd from stand=—pipes. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 


Although the Coates sowerage schoms was comploted last 
year the numbor of propertics connected to the sewr has becn 
small. Th? position in ths town arsa romains ths sams, many 
houses still have? pail closets although sower and water supply 
arg readily availabls. 


Test baiting of the sowers for rats was carricd out 
and no takes were recorded. 


NIGHTSOIL COLLECTION. 


Ths Council undertake emptying of pails, vaults 
and cesspools from proportiss where no sewer is availablo. 
This work is lst by Contract annually. 


280 pails are empticd three times in overy 14 days. 
There are 1605 cesspools and vaults omptisod during tho year. 


Although several complaints wore received there has 
been an improvement in this servico. 
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REFUSE COLLECTION. 


A comprehensive collection schemes had just beon 
started at the end of 1955. Refuse from ths Town aroa and 
Coates and Hastrea is colloctod wackly, and rcfuse from all 
other areas is collected onoe in throes wesckse Many hous9s 
in ths outside arcas are approachsd by droves and these 
collsctions can only be made during good weathsr conditions. 


The schoms has worked well and there were only a 
few dslays causscd by bad weather. The tables below shows ths 
different collection figures. 


Town Area Outside Arosa 
ear _Week 1 Wook 2 Wook 3 
Noe of bins collected per wock | 2031 | 752 | 763 | (81 | 
ae’ 
Milos por wo%k | 58 / 104 | 105 | 95 | 
| 


Trade refuse is collected on Saturday mornings from 
27 premises, an annual charge of £4 is mado for this sorvice. 


REFUSE DISPOSAL. 


The refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping on ths 
Now Road Site. No nuisances or complaints have arisone 


White motal and scrap iron salvaged by tho tip attendant 
during tho ysar brought in £1105. 5s. Ode 


Poison baiting for rats was succossfully carricd oute 


COMMON LODGING HOUSES. 


The two rogisteored common lodging housos wore well 
maintained and wore visited regularly during tho ycare 
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TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS. 


Twelve single sites ars rogistored and are 
satisfactorye 


Cheshire'ts Yard is the only camp with Planning 
Pormission. This sits is well kopt and of a good 
standard. 


The thres othsr sites are of a poor standard 
but improvements haves been mads to thom Srveral 
complaints wors made and dealt with. MThors is a steady 
influx of familiss to these sitrs from outsids the area. 


Two sub—standard vans wore dagalt with under ths 
Housing Acts and wore damolishsd when the occupants were 
re—-housed in Council HouseGse 


INSPECTIONS. 


The following tablo summarises tho inspoctions 
mado in 1956 := 


Inspections Informal Statutory 
NoticsSs. Notices. 


Cesspool, pail and vault work 18 - _ 
Factoriss, Workshops and 
Bakshousss 25 4 ~ 
Slaughterhouses and 
Butchsrtg Shops 528 - - 
Food Shops ous Fi ~ 
Restaurants 16 - - 
Verminous and Filthy Promises 9 2 - 
Housing 134 38 = 
Nuisancss 19 ThA - 
Rats and Mice 26 “ - 
Caravan Sitos 38 2 ms 
Refuse Collection and Disposal 43 a in 


Of tho 65 informal notices sorved 58 wero complicd 
withe 


DISINFESTATION AND DISINFECTION. 


No infostation of bed bugs was roported or found. 


Ons infestation of fleas was found and the promises 
treated. 


An infostation of caterpillars occurred in ths 
spring on hedges in the Eastrea Road Housing Site and the 
Garden of Rest. 


Spraying with DeD.T. cleared the infestation. 


HOUSING. 


Number of houses erected during 1956 t+ 


By Local Authority 16 
By Private Entorpriss a4 


30 applications were received for Improvement Grants 
of which 25 wore approved and received grants. 


The Slum Clearance Schome which was submitted to 
the Ministcr of Housing & Local Government was reconsidered 
and detailed inspections were carried out. The general low 
standard of housing conditions in ths area is gradually 
being appreciated as more now housss ars boing built and 
some of the older houses ars brought up to a good standard 
with the aid of Improvoment Grants. 


Three dwellings were dealt with by Demolition 
Orders under Housing Acts and the familios ro-housed Two 
houses which were under oxisting demolition orders wers 
demolished. Applications for re=-newal of liconeces to 
re-occupy property condemned in 1948 wers refused in two 
CASIB. 


Of ths dwellings which wors subject to Clearance 
or Demolition Orders in 1938, 49 were licensed for 
occupation. 


FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 & 1948. 
Inspections made (under the Factorics Act) for 1956. 


Promise@se | No. on Inspections. Written | Occupicrs 
Register. Notices.! Prosecuted 
-————— Eesti ea ce Noble tea 
Factories in which | 
Sections, 1,2,3,4, 
end 6 aro to be el 14 ~ ~ 


enforced by Local 


uthorities. | 
| a a 
| 
Section 7 is | 43 aa 1 ~ 
enforced. | 
| 
| 
| 6 6 = = 
| 
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as ot cise i ba — wit ical mach 
| Number of Cases in which 
Particulars |Found | Defects were found. Number of Cas: 
Remsdied! Referred in which 
ito HeMe by HeMe Prosscutions 
| PROT Seks Inspector.s were 
| Institutod. _ 
Want of | | 
Cleanliness. ~ - Eres - ~ 
| 
Closest 
Unsuitabls 14 at ~ ah _ 
ie | 
Defsctive 


| 


TOTAL ¢ 


OUTWORK SECTION 110 & 111 


There are no outworkers in ths district. 
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MILK SUPPLY 


Three Dealer's Licences were issued authorising 
the use of tha special designation "Tubsrculin Tested! 
and threo licencss authorising the use of the special 
designation "Pastscurised". 


Twelve licencss were issued authorising the use 
of the special designation "Storilised", 


Four samples of milk were submitted for 
examination, all were classsd as satisfactory. Samples are 
also taken by the County Council's Officer. 


ICE-CREAM 


There are 29 premises registered for the sale of 
ice-cream; all the ice-cream being pro-packed. The only 
looses ice-cream sold in ths areca is sold from vehicles. 


There is no ice-cream manufactured in the area. 


CONDEMNED FOOD 


Six cortificates were issued covering sight items 
of foodstuffs which were voluntarily surrendered by 
shopkesperse 


It was not found nsceessary to s9izs any dissascd 
or unsound foode 


Condemned food is disposed of by burying in the 
Councilts Refuse? Tipe Two wholes carcas?s which wore 
condemned wors stainscd green and wore collected by a firm 
who maks animal feoding stuffs and fortilisors. 


Som meat from the Knackers Yard is takon by a 
trader in cat and dog mzat and sold in tho district from 
avane This meat is not stainod 


SLAU GHTERHOUSES 


There are six licensed slaughterhouses one of 
which is only used occasionally for the slaughter of 
pigse These slaughtorhouses are conducted in a 
satisfactory mannor. 


KNACKERS YARD 


There is one licensed knackers yard which is 
satisfactory. 


FOOD PREPARATION 


The following food premises and public houses 
were all circulated with details of the Food Hygiene 
Regulations 1955-1956. Advice has boon given in many 
cas@s and promises are gradually bsing improved to a 
good standard. In addition to the action being taken, 
shoppers could help to improve poor premises by 
reporting dirty practic3s and by dealing with shops which 
are kopt up to a good standard. 


Premises registered for the making up of food tht 
Fish Frioers 4 
Bakshouses ee) 
Cafes 4 
Other food shops Ke) 


Public Houses Bd. 


MEAT INSPECTION 


Ante-mortem inspection is not always possible and 
all carcas@s were not inspected as during the holidays ths 
stand-in Inspector from Thorney Rural District is on call 


when required. 


Carcases and Offal inspected and condemnsd in whols or in part. 
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Cattle Cows Calvos 


(exclud~ 
ing cows) 
Number killed 194 2 2 
Number inspected 191 2 2 
All diseases except 
Tubsrculosi & Cysticarci 
Whole carcasées condemned _ os ~ 
Carcasecs of which some 
part or organ was condemned 31 2 _ 


Percentages of the numbor 

inspected affected with 

discsase other than 

tuberculosis & cysticerci 16.23 100.0 


Tuberculosis only 
Whole carcases cond?mned 42 - ~ 


Carcasss of which some 
part or organ was condemned 5 - ~ 


Pereentage of the numbe 
inspocted affect2d with 
Tuberculosis 53014 _ - 


Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some 
part or organ was condemned _ - - 


Carcases submitted to 
treatment by rofrigzration - ~ = 


Goncralised and totally 
condmned ~ = a 


Sheep Pigs Horses 
and 
Lambs 


436 905 = 
424 890 = 


aa 


“hey 


oe 


MEAT CONDEMNED. 


whole carcase and offal (650 lbs.), 4 heads and tongues, 
sets of lungs, 2 livers, all affactod with tuberculosis 


Total weight 


wholes livers and portions of le livors with 
distomatosis 


a 
2 
i, 
1 liver with angiomata 
7 livers with multiple abscesses 
1 liver degeneration 
1 heart and liver inflammation 

e heads and tongues actinomycosis 
1 head abscesses 
besf bruising 


Pigs 


11 heads and tonguscs with tuberculosis 
34 livers with cirrhosis 

11 livers with hepatitis 

2 livers with fatty degenoration 

6 pigs hocks arthritis 

8 sets lungs pnoumonia 

5 hearts inflammation 

2 fractures to legs of pork 

1 whole carcase poritonitis 


Sshoep 


1 liver strongylus rufsscens 

1 part liver distoma 

2 kidnsys uracmia 

trimmings of leg and breast osdoma 


766 lbs. 


98 1DSe 
18 LDSe 
112 lbs. 
le lbse 

a hye) 1lbse 
48 1bSe 
25 lbs. 
2614 lbse 


Bey Lbs. 
128 LbSe 
48 1DSe 
11 lbs. 
9 1lbse 
34 1bse 
ti 1bSe 
25 LbSe 
100 lbse 
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